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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the application filed on April 1 2, 2004. 

2. Claims 1-45 have been examined and are pending. 

Priority 

3. This application discloses and claims only subject matter disclosed in prior 
Application No. 10/809972, filed March 26, 2004, and name an inventor or inventors 
named in the prior application. Accordingly, this application may constitute a 
continuation or division. Should applicant desire to obtain the benefit of the filing date of 
the prior application, attention is directed to 35 U.S.C. 120 and 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 04/1 2/2004 was filed 
after the mailing date of the application No. 10/823050 on 04/12/2004. The submission 
is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "In 
embodiments of the invention there are several ways that functionality for display and 
use of linktags may_e provided." (page 4, line 19) appears to be a typo error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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6. The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code; "Mozilla (www.mozilla.org) ," (page 2, line 18). 
Applicant is required to delete the embedded hyperlink and/or other form of browser- 
executable code. See MPEP § 608.01 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1, 3-11, 14-15, 16, 18-26, 29-30, 31, 33-41, and 44-45 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smethers (US 20030055870). 

Regarding claim 1, Smethers discloses the computer navigation system 
(Abstract), comprising: 

one or more interactive links displayed on a display connected to a computer 
appliance (para. 0068; Fig. 4, Book mark menu contain the links ); and 

one or more visual linktags associated with individual ones of the one or more 
interactive links, the linktags displaying one or more numbers, characters or symbols, 
the system enabled to initiate an interactive link in the display upon user input of one of 
the numbers, characters or symbols in a linktag (paras. 0066-0068; Figs. 4-5; a user 
can assign a number to associate to a link; numbers 1, 2, 3 are known as the linktags). 
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Regarding claim 3, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the user 
input is by selecting a key on a keyboard communicating (para. 0051; Fig. 1, keypad 
108) with the computer appliance, the key annotated with the letter, symbol or number 
in a linktag (paras. 0066-0067; Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 4, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the 
visual linktags are associated with interactive links by being displayed adjacent to the 
associated interactive link (Figs. 5; a display screen 504 contains each linktag is 
associated with interactive links). 

Regarding claim 5, Smethers discloses the system of clam 1 ; wherein 
association of linktags with links is one- to-one and unique, such that no two links have 
the same linktag (paras. 0066-0067; Fig. 4 a user assign only one number is associate 
to only one link). 

Regarding claim 6, Smethers discloses the system in claim 1, wherein display 
of linktags is initiated and terminated by one or more predefined keystrokes, or by one 
or more voice commands, such that keyboard and voice controlled navigation may be 
toggled on and off (para. 0067; Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 7, Smethers discloses the system of claim 6 wherein linktags, 
when toggled off, are saved and can be redisplayed without re-creation if toggled on 
again (paras. 0067-0068; Figs. 4-5; a Bookmark menu will display by 0 key is pressed , 
held and impressed). 

Regarding claim 8, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1 wherein linktags 
are automatically displayed associated with interactive links in a display each time an 
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interactive display is loaded on the computer appliance (Fig. 5, an inherence the 
linktags to be automatically displayed associated with interactive links when a user open 
the "Bookmark Menu). 

Regarding claim 9, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1 wherein 
functionality for display and use of linktags is provided through an operating system 
executed by the computer appliance (paras. 0020-0021). 

Regarding claim 10, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein 
functionality for display and use of linktags is provided through a web browser 
application (paras. 008-009; paras. 0066-0067; Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 11, Smethers discloses the system of claim 10 wherein 
functionality for display and use of linktags is added to an existing web browser 
application through a plug-in (paras. 0066-0068; Figs. 4-5; a user can add more 
linktags; which will assign to another links). 

Regarding claim 14, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the 
interactive links displayed, when initiated, launch applications to be executed on the 
computer appliance (paras. 0069-0074; Figs. 6-7). 

Regarding claim 15, Smethers discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the 
interactive links displayed, when initiated, initiate navigation to a destination defined in a 
universal resource locator (paras. 0009-0012). 

Claims 1 6, 1 8-26, and 29-30 are similar in scope to claims 1,3-11, and 14-15 
and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claims 31, 33-41, and 44-45 are similar in scope to claims 16, 18-26, and 29-30 
and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 0. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1 1 . Claims 2, 17, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smethers (US 20030055870) in view of Hirayama (US 
20020035613). 

Regarding claim 2, Smethers teaches all limitations as recited in claim 1, but 
does not explicitly disclose the step of wherein the user input is vocal. 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,050 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2174 

However, Hirayama teaches wherein the user input is vocal (paras. 0069 0073; 
Fig. 2, microphone 15 and speaker 16 are known as the user input by voice). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time invention was 
made to combine the teaching of Hirayama with the system of Smethers in order to 
provide user with a means to increase significant for using the voice control to upload 
link of information to computer appliance. 

Claims 17 and 32 are individually similar in scope to claim 2, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

12. Claims 12, 27-28, and 42-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smethers (US 20030055870) in view of Hennings et al. (US 
6763496). 

Regarding claim 12, Smethers teaches all limitations as recited in claim 1, but 
does not disclose the step of wherein functionality for display or use of linktags is 
provided through JavaScript code. 

However, Hennings teaches the system of wherein functionality for display or use 
of linktags is provided through JavaScript code (col. 3, lines 6-30; col. 8, lines 14-31). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Hennings with the system of Smethers in other to 
provide users with a means for promoting contextual information associated with a 
linked document to a displaying page. 
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Regarding claim 13, Smethers further teaches the system of wherein HTML 
layering is used in combination with JavaScript to provide linktags (para. 0067; Fig. 4, 
the screen shot 400). 

Claims 27-28 are similar in scope to claims 12-13, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 42-43 are similar in scope to claims 12-13, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 



Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH K. PHAM whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3230. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:30AM to 
5:00PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

December 8, 2007 
/L K. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2174 
/David A Wiley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



